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UHMUHIKA FLOUR MILL,

¥r T.Thorne Seccombe's sccount™ of this ¥Mill which was
destroyed during the Maori Wers of the 1860's aroused considerable
interest emongst the Council members of the Society and as a result
a visit wes paid to the site,in company with Mr Seccombe,on Feb.22.%

This was followed up by excsvation parties on March 30 and

. April 4 when 211 rstrievsble parts were salvaged and taken into the
Socisty's custody. These comprised portions of the wheel itself,
namely,the hub end some of the timbers which must have remasinsd in

4 thevater of the "wheel-pit" for upwards of ninety yecars; various iron
bolis,nails,cogs stce.;a knapping-hammer used for flint dressing, and
portions of the grinding stone - or stonss,

It wes interesiing to find that parts of the timber showed
signs of fire thus confirming Mr Seccombe's statement thet the mill
had been burned,. Tongue-and-grooved boards found would also tend
to confirm that on sttempt h=d been made at soms stage o establich
2 flax-mill st the site,as Mr Seccombe further sistes.

T

'
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The Socisety is indebted to various gentlemen for assistancs
end esdvice in retrieving the relics, Special thanks ere due to Messiwu
John Perry, Peter Reid, J.Swepp,Vic Davies and to Mr Ivon Withy for
services rendered or for eguipment provided; slso to Mr R.N.MeKaoy
for permission to carry out the sxcavations on his land.

The guestion of preserving ond storing the various items I1s
now o matter for the consideration cof the Council.
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Hub of water-wheel,;1935. Location of mill-site. :

OTHER FLOUR MILLS OF THE MAORI WAR PERIOD.

Y The other flour mills which existed in the Rangiteiki ;
at the Gime of the Maori Wars of the 1860's were located (p) 4
s few miles up the Rangitaiki River from Te Tgko,serving tpg T?
poto tribe and (b) at Te Poronu,on the Wg;katane—Taneatua Highway,
serving the Ngablpukeko tribgedgy ..M &a:é@,wwi

Both were srected\by Jean Guerrin who was to mest his end at
Te Poronu in 1869, v

T4 i ascumed that when Guerrin left Otipa that mill was taken
over by = men named Aubrey. Hubrey very nesrly 1gst his %ife af the
hands of Kereopa,ths murderer of Rev.Vo;kner, as kerespaals stated to i
heve ssked the Te Teko people to give him up bui they rofused to do 507

Kereopa then proweeded to Whekatane where he demanded the person

of Tather Grange,Roman Catholic priest,but once again his regqucst was
declined. This was in January or February, 1865,
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The exact site of the Otipa mill is no® kpown'bft it mus? have
been somevwhere in the vicinity of Waimangeo (Bitter Wo ug:s)ﬂ;ogﬁ as
there appsars 1o have been 2 fairly large ngt%ve'commgnlny 11V13g~826
the' cpposite - eastern- bank of thée Rangitaiki River in Decembeér,l
T She Miistorical Review, Vol, V1, No,3, pp 95-96
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when the brothers Major Wm.and Capt.Gilbert Melr,visited the ?53
spot to witness the surrender of some rebel groupsS. Manuera

Te Pohokotia wWes the chief and Guerrin merried his dsughter,
Irihspeti.
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t once flourished,then ceased because of war
ix ¥ I trece of its existence chbliterated by an “aet
of Qoa‘ - the ¢ story behind that once volcanically—~active
Spot ;t the sou-wWestern corner of the Rongiteiki Plains known from
time immeamorial as Onepu. 7

Here }t was that sulphur wes mined in the latter 1850's and
esrly 1860 S,;the product being taken down the Terawera River by
steam launch to Matats, whence it was shipped to Auckland by saziling
boat,the ketch "Kate",
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Guite a flourishing indusiry developed and its activity was
avgmented by the starting of the flour mill at Umuhika,some five
miles or so down the Tarawera River. Previcusto that time food
retioning hed occasionally to be resorted to because even though
wild pigs and feathered game sbounded in the vicinity,the exigencies
of the weather often delayed the arrival of provisions at Matata,

The men-powsr for these operations was drawn from the local

Hzori settlements, 2nd during the time they were current the workmen
excevated guite a commodious swimming bath,using the natural het
weter that was so readily availcble,

When the Maori War spread to that area,however,many of thos

B

i at the mine who had sympsthies with the rebels left in a
hurry. «£8 & result,when Cept.Gilbert Mair arrived thers with his
2 r +3

] ¥
band of irewas, after his forced march down the Tarawera River from
Lake Tarawers, all but the loysl few had 1cft., Capt. Mair stayed at

Ogepu that night,and he and his warriors bsthed their tired limbs in
the commodious swinming bath.

&t that time the Ceptain’s brother,Maojor Wm.Meir,was pursuing
¢ Tleeing rebels after defeating them at Omara-potiki,on the
erawera below Umuhike, at the sgnd-hills between these and the
unction of the Tarawera and Rangitaiki Rivers.

G

apt.fair was therefore pressing on to join forces with his

brother in order to compel the rebels to capitulate. 4ifter being

pursued across the Svamp they evenituslly mede a stand ot Te Teko,the
two Mairs joined forces and in the ensuing fighits the rebels were
utterly routed.

The few loyal natives who hsd remeined at the mine had joined
Capt.iair's band, thus leaving the mine totally devoid of man-power,
so

T Mal
it was sbandoned,
P&

¥hat buildings remeined were dismontled ond removed,znd at the
time of my acqueintance with the place,from 1900 till the area was
overwhelmed by the bursting of Lake Tarawera on 31 October,190L,
the only evidence of the industry were the sulphur-pit and the gbove-
mentioned bath,

Both were in & dilapidated state,and though the lotier was still
sgble,and it was our practice to ride up there on & Sunday and .
ave a bathe, tying our horses undsr the big menuke trees that grew
gside the bath, while we had our swinme

These manuka trees were so big that we could ride right under
branches. Bul after the lake burst the vast gquaniities of
that the flood brought down completely obliterated the
d the bath, and so built up the terrsin heresbouts
g
e

sible toc ride the horses under the big tress, as
re so near the ground levsl.

an
X impo
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I am not positive at this distence,but if I remember right the
mine wos worked by & Cornishmen nsmed John Tregurden (Hoani Tiri-
ketene,to ths Msoris), and sssociste and pertner with Mr Close who
erected the flour mill at Umuhika. Both concerns being in operation
during the same pericd and both sulfering the ssme fate through the

i 4

Maori War. - T,Thorne Seccombe.

+ Vide "h.h.Bulletint, October 1957, Republished in Trans, of Hhaka.g Dist.Hi
£ - ~a » ° 5. s o »
¢ Possiblv the samn veszel that wag saptured by +he WU Rau a{“gﬁ;gafegg"gg-%jé‘ég%jiniglvgﬂﬁigézzfg? E? 62
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SOME NOTES ON THE INVESTIGATION OF THE FLOUR-MILL

AT UMUHIEKA.

The former flourmill situasted on the western side of the
Brasemsr Road - a2lso known as Onepu Road - derived its power from a
tributery of the Teravera River flowing from the vicinity of
Manawahe,.

Water appesrs to have been diverted, probably by means of a

sl ce~@ﬁt§, at a bend in the course of the stream spproximately
90 yards svove the millsite into a well defined channsel, now dry.

H;lf of Ehig channel gt the sntry ond is not more then Tive yards
wide, but the lowser hslf is on an sverage 15 yards across, leading

to the conclusion that this widor section formed the millpond,
possibly with an earth or timber retzining barrage to provide a
constant head of water on the socme lines as the leke and dem at a
hydro-elactric station.

Sincs no tunnsel sexisted to carry the water supply to the
wheel it is assumed that a wooden shute probsbly led the weter
the lip of ths whesl pit at the western snd. The walling here is
a higher guelity thon the othsr retsining wells of the pit,snd
isted of carefully squored sets of up to 3'A" x 2'the length being
at and the depth 6'6.," It is ssgsumed that thoe perimeter of the
1 rotated close to this face,end as the peddles were driven down-
¥ the force of the feed, weter would unsturally spill out

ne wvheel and the wall. Lying on the floor of the pit along
e wall was a piece of timber 12 inches square in section
g 1 *h of the wall. Its purpose is not known, but may
the spilled water back ageinst ths paddles lower
th allow it to pond in a confussd mass immedistely
the wheel, which might have go been impedad to some extent.
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tone-Tloored, and walled for st least 20 feet
outh sides, the esstern end being left open to
the stream. This sgress has boen clesed by a
now growing there, and to drain the water for this
investigation wss necessary to cut a trench through the south wall
and leading to the stream. The south side of the pit hed a socond
#2ll spaced one foot from the first, but this did not appear to have

-t

been repeasted on the north side. The masonry was guite rough in these
cases,end the stonc hed probebly been brought from s point farther
south szlong the roed, where land ot the foot of the hills is still
littered with similar boulders.

The mill building stood on the south side of the whee}-pit,
on top of the double walling, which may have had some connection with
foundations for the machinsry. Tothing of the original strgcture
remained sbove ground, a layer of zbout o fool of soil covering what
had been blue clay, probsbly laiéd as e floors. This had & black
covering in pleces where it was excavated suggesting & fire st some
time. A plummer block wos found hers, but an intsnsive search aided
by the use of a minse detector failed to locate the mein drive sg;ft
which would slso hesve been the exle of the wheel. To doubt as i3
would have been a useful pisece of metal it had been rsmoved*at some
stage for other purposes., Fragments of varying sizes from'uﬁe gring-
stones were collcctod, the two stones sppearing to be of differsnt

origin,.

A nunber of wrought iron nails,sguere in sectionfwere collected
here, also the head of what appears to have been a knapping hammer
used for stone dressing, a Spenner,znd a small piece of pgttery, One
feature which was difficult to explein was the usé of & plezeﬂof 12~
inch sguare timber some 20 Teet long which took the plin of a2 base
course of the south wall. This was an integral part of the Wall,?nat
stending in front of it as in the case of the garlier timber at the
base of the west wall.
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The original purpose of the investigation was to collect portions
of the weter-whecl which were known to exist, The hub wes lying on
the ground north of the wheel pit,and was in fairly good condition
cxcept that it lacked the iron rings shown in the photograph tesken in
1935, (Sce page ). AS the weter level in the pit was reduced a cone
fused msss of circuler sawn bimber was recovered, Two ssctions of the
wheel consisting of paddlcos and side plstes were in good condition,
rgsembling e staircsse in appesrance. Another notsble find was &
longth of cast iron internal toothed cog~driving track which was bolted
to the side pletes of the wheel on the mill side snd had evidently
transmitied powecr to & cog or gear wheel, from which it would seem
that the whecl opereted a second drive shaft which would have turnsd
at a higher spesd then the sxle, Its use in g flour mill is not
obvicus, but as it is szid that the plent was afterwards used for flex
dressing it mey have besn employed for this purpose. The track was
obviously brought to the site in the form of casting about 3 feet long
and boltcd to sach other and the wheel, Two complete castings and a
broken pilece were found bolted to side plates,and a further broken
section was recovered from the mill site. Two metsl flanges sbout
9 inches in diemeter were aslso picked up.

The mill was apperently much on the seme lines as ons which I knew
as 2 boy in Englsnd. This wes on the bank of the River Wandle, a
tributary of the Theomes, and secured its hesd of water by means of g
weir built across the sirsey, which in wet weather permitted the weber
to spiil over the %op. 4&ccording to locel report this mill had boen
used to bore cennon barrels in the Napoleonic wars, Water mills went
put of use in Englend soon efter that period with the adoption of stcam-
power, which had =z nurber &f importont advantages such os greacter powor,
froedom of site choics in locating s fseiory, performancse unaffected by
dry weather,znd sc on. eter powser had to aweit the development of
glectricity to come back into its own with the hydro-clactric plants of
todaye

- {,T.,Parham, Whekatana.

SALVAGE OPERATIOKS AT THE MILL SITE. Photo,W.T.Parham.

The Secretsry expresses sn opinion concorning
sn article retrieved.
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ADDITICHATL, THFORMATION CONCERNING UMUEIKA MILL.

I have contacted MrT S CGee,of Milford,Auckland,who claims
to have repsired the old mill soon after the Tarawera Eruption of
1886, The 0l1d men is nearly 90 years old but his mind is wonder-
fully clear,

He avers thet the water-whael hub was about 9 feet long end
thet the sets of spokes were sbout 6 feet apart and morticed inte
the hub. The paddles were sbout 4 fest x 27 fest., IHe sstimales
that the wheel was dbout 15 feet in dismeter.

¥r Gee remenmbers the construction of the wheel evsn better
than I do and his description talliss with what the Society members
found, in particuler the internsl-itoothed driving track bolted to
the side frames of the wheel which transmitted the power. Ie had
the job of assembling it,.

From what he tcld ms I geined the impression that the mill
s dsmaged by the eruption, the f2ll of ash hsd collapssd the roof
art of it snd had got into the machinery.bearings, gears e8tce,
and had algo hindered the flow of the stream ~ probably by silting
€ pond,

&l

This is quite conceivable as the deposit in the area has been
ously estimsted as from 10 inches to 14 inches end I have often
#r McGervey say that at Te Teko the deposit was & level 12

es, though my own estimate where I have measured it, and where
t had hesn consolidsted and undisturbed, wes 10% inches.

Yk

But thet is beside the point. Mr Gee was there to put the
mill in working order agasin as the season's wheat wes hervested and
stored resdy to be milled, ond with the work completed he returned

o

o Taurenga. He says he was there for cgbout three monthse

Though he never mede mention of having a compaonion on the job,
it opccurs to me thet he did as he would be just e youth in his 'teens
in 1885 snd herdly old enough to undertske s responsible job like theate.

In znswer to my direct guestion he told me that there were
"rbout 500 people in the village there', He slso remembers going out
shooting ducks of a Sunday, but did'nt remenber meeting any pokehas
vnile he was a2t Umuhiksa.

I knew & fTine upstending Maori nsmed Rota, who lived at Umuhlksa
sbout 1910 &nd have & hazy idea thet he told me the mill was finelly
burned down sbout the middle of the 18%0's ~ sbout 1894 - as st the
tims my rejoinder was, "Oh,I was only six then

Re the remerk that it was used %o drive o flax-mill,Mr Hallett
proposed to use it for this purpose and gsssembled guite a lot of geer
there but it was never put into operation.

T don't give sny credence to the story sbout the water-wheel
being turnsble, or in one picce,in the 1920's. My first recollsction
of it wes in the early 1900's end it was then overgrowrn with ti-iree,
fern snd tu~tu, up through the spokes end ell over it., When Mr Hallett
proposed tc use it Tor his Tlex~-mill he clesred ths :ubbis@ awey enda
the wheel virtuelly fell to pieces., Theresfter,it stocd with many of
its paddles gone (that was szbout 1905) end the rubbish growing up
through it egain. I don't know when it eventually collapsed but ?_kxow.
it was gone in 1915,2s I drove my wife-then a bride-dewn to see iT.
end it Was goneg.

he

3

There scemsS Lo be an idsa current that the rebels in the Mzori
War destroyed it — see last YReview"; p.19 = but I have no cognisance
of that. It would be a pity if that ides geined currency when, as far
as I know,there is nothing to support it or sven to indicate thet such
wgs the cese. Quite the contrary.
iir Gee did mention that the mill roof,as well as that of the

grain store,waes of split shingles end some hed to be procured for the
pepaip work ss meny of the original ones were broken when the collapse
occurred, 1 think that covers g1l the detells Mr Gee imparted to me,
but as I hope to see him agsin I shell submit a further report after
my next interviev.

- T _Thavrne Sccenmbea
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Trznscript from Mr Seccombe's further report of 1 August:-

lir Gae was interviewed at Cheltenham Beach,Aucklsnd, on
29 July,1959. His daughter,¥iss Gee,wzs present. Mr Gee had Jjust
suffersd a slight stroke but hsd come through it alright and,
ezcepting for a slight "thickness" in his speech,his msmory was
unimpsired. Passages from the "REVIEJ! deeling with the mill were

read over to him and he was able to clerify several points in
the story.

lir Gee, who lived gt Tauranga between 1886 and 1894, was
emphatic that the mill wd¥/Mestroyed during the Hau Hau rising,
and ssid it was probably the only one which was nota (1% appears
that the burning of ¥r Close's homs at Te Omeheu has been confused
with the building at Umuhika,HeD.Les, )

After ¥r Close left the district no further wheat was grovn
st Te Omsheu which the ¥aoris considersd makutu (rewitched). The
gusntity grown st Umuhika was insufficient to keep the mill in
continuous operetion, This fact,combined with the large supply
of flax in the svamp,interested lir Hsrry XKnowles, & Crimean War
veteran snd manager of the Chsytor Bros' flaxmills at Meketu. The
%haytors were thought to be sons of Colonel Chaytor of Maori War

amee ’ g g

(One of thet name hasd & farm up the velley at Otamaraksu,
the lines of poplar trees that grew from poplar fence posis are
still %o be seen from the roaed there., ur Brisn Cheytor,Matata, '
who adrove Mr Thomas Hsllett's dredge for some years; is a soan;ﬂS,’

The Tarawera Eruption in June,1885 ceused the roof of the
mill to collapse under the fall of ash. The previous harvest wos
waiting o be ground, so Arthur Matheson assisted by his two
spprentices, Mr Jee ond kr Tiki White,cerried out the repairs.

The new season's wheat was sown in the ash covering the soil,
and elthough the seed germineted it died because Ihs ash was steriles
Ais thers wes no early prospect of more vwheat for the mill,Enowles
lezsed it on the understanding thst it would be modified to allow
it to be used either for flour-milling or flox-dressinge He hed &
Waori wife, end becsme mansger of the mill whilst enother Crimean
veteran,Jjsmes Smith,was engineer, and a iir Shepherd the storemans

Gee and his cormpenions were rscslled to add a lean~tc and
do other necessary work, which tock them five months. The meterials
and stores were brought by ssiling ship to Maotata end,there being
no rosd to Umuhiks,they were teken in a punt up-river by Joseph
Warbrick ond s Maori crew, Night fell en routs,when My Gee was
left alons in the punt. No tarpaulin wes provided,and a8 it rained
during the night he trisd to keep the sugar dpy by stacking bags of
flour over it, the velue of the stores Leing about £300.

The new building housed the men,and provided 8 store. TwWo
flax strippers,one scutcher and a flex press were 1n§?‘1led. The
flourmilling plant was left in situ, with the drive disconnected
sp trmet it could be used agein when needed. The interngl-toothed
cog Adriving track weas holted to the waterwheel,and drove the flax
strippers end scutcher, though there was insufficient power %o
drive 213 at cancs. .

Other eguipment ineluded two wash tubs, L4 feet wids,2 feet
deepand 8 feet long, cach fitted with two rowe of rinsing staples
for washing the flax afher stripping; elso z lsaning rail for

draining the green flax. This was & sapling cut in,§ie qdjacent
wemp and prought to the mill by canoce. The conversion job was
done in 1887.

During Mr Cese's stay © five months, guarrelling arosé amongst
he Mmoris becsuse not sll could be employed on flax y65513g.
nowl®s solved this by sconding rival factions to opposite sides of
=T <3

o
the ereek snd drawing lebour from gach side alternately.
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only PRESUME that it was s5till grinding whest during thet intervale

L8/
i iz says the streom wes known then as the WAIKAME, ond
tﬁlnks that the flume thaet corried the weter to the mill was
lined with stone to prevent as far as possible the loose volcanic
ash from fouling the waterwey snd interfering with the powsr
plant.

Hop money was paid to the workers, wages being in the form
_groceries; clothing and tobzcco,

The dressed flax wes sent by punt to Matats for shipment.

4 Kr UWrigley lessed the mill efter Knowles,and it wse burnt
dovn socn after Christmas,1893. Hr CGes was nolt sure of ths actusl
date as ne Wes in Tauranga when he received advice of thise Foews
did not trevel fast in those dagys. He had returned and passed
through Umuhiks at the Christmss, when the mill was then intact,

and it was shortly after the Hew Yesr that he learned of the fire.

v Goe guotsd = nicely phrzsed posssge zs he added: "The water-
e would undoubtedly have gone %oo only for the fact thet in ths

confusion of the fire nobody turned off the weter to stop the

he wheel conbtinued the even tenor of its weys and
gustely wetted throughout the conflagrstion.!
g

This prompted Mr Gee to recount an amusing incident involving
himself when he and Tiki White were working om the weter-whedl,
fitting the internel cog drive track. Yhite, just for fun,turned
the water on and set the wheel in motion. MNr Gee had to cling on

ar 1ife when the wheel begen to fturn,snd White laughed at his

L Howevar,he suffered no more harm than a wetting,znd
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(Seeing that the mill was convertsd to a flax-mill 1t is the.
more understondable as to how it got burned down., Flex tow and
much of its residue is highly inflammable, snd when once a Lire
is started more than ordinary means asre necessary to put it out.
In my time I nevr knew of a flax-mill being insured, the risk wes
looked upon as being too great, snd presumebly the same applied

e . m omoa
Nnersc, LeloDe g

Cuestioned regarding the tongued-and-grooved timber,and alsc
the heavy baulks,lir Gee could throw no light on their use,though he
did say there was a2 shute built of tongued- and-grooved timber
that brought the whest from the grzin-store fo the mill,but it was
never in use in his time. &lso @ lot of T & G timber wes used in
fiooring in the cltersgtions and sdditions.

Mr ‘Scccombe concludes the Peport with the follokinmg
comments:~ Thers you have the result of my effort to track down
the historic facts sbout the mill,snd I feel 1t 1s 2 pre?ty full
sccount, though there is still the gap from lir Close's time up
until the Tarewera Bruption that we have no rscord ofs S0 can

To which we mey 244d,thet the salvaged parts of the whneel are
now safely stored in a shed on Mr & krs E.R.Hunt's property here in
Whakatane pending the day when they will ¢ placed on view in the
town's Museum in five years' time - just one hundred years efter
they were first brought into use,

Would thet they could but tell their own storys
v - o e o L3 £ =

Writing in the "a.a.0Ffficisl Bulletin"(August,1959)Hr Gee

stated:~ 3 i
Thers were at least five hundred’Maoris theyg at thath;mZééieZt'

twé“pés: one of these belonged to ?he Arayasilf i reggg givid1“~

put I canpot remsmoer gbout the other, I can r cmerb o . ¥

iaka being performed gith a vigour and reallim ﬁnacn cggih

1ly be repeated now. L1he country was openyexcept Ior p

es, planted 1 pelieve,by the missionarleés.
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